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Principals Annual Report 2006
The operation of the 2006 school year is well reflected in the data that forms the balance of the 2006 Annual Report.
There are other matters of note:

A major focus for the 2006 year has been the development operation and evaluation of the INTERACT Learning Management System (LMS). Interact was structured to provide virtually for the operational and social needs of students, parents and teachers in a real school. The primary purpose of the development was to provide teaching learning and social spaces for stakeholders that are safe and secure and user friendly and to develop a shared set of protocols for operation within the web platform.

At present spaces are used for teaching and learning; staff interaction; Board interaction and provision has been made for parent inclusion in forums at a number of levels. Student teacher contact has improved as a result, and a resource room of on-line lessons is growing.
To facilitate student access to the LMS, 30 new laptops and internet connections have been purchased with funding received from Telecom NZ, Canterbury Community Trust, Lion Foundation, Pub Charity, Canterbury Foundation, Community Trust of Otago, Bendigo Valley Foundation, Scottwood Trust.
The Telecom NZ sponsorship ends in June this year.
Thank you to our principal sponsor, Telecom NZ without whose help we would not have made the good progress that we have.

Webcams and voice over equipment are provided  to enable access to interactive learning through the NHS ‘Project Live’.
The INTERACT development moves us closer to the goal of ‘Random Access Education’ for those students for whom it is appropriate.

Video conferencing equipment has been purchased to provide continuous videoconferencing capability between the four administrative centres, and for the provision of specialist teaching between sites.
Property concerns have been resolved with the establishment of independent Learning Support Centres based at Nelson Hospital and in the Menzies Building in Invercargill. All teachers now enjoy spacious well appointed premises suitable for group teaching and transitioning of students.
We look forward to securing and completing the set up of the Odyssey House classroom early next year.

In November I attended the biennial conference of HOPE (Hospital Pedagogues, Europe) in London and as well visited the Computer Science department at Trinity College, Dublin. The knowledge and insights gained will be of considerable benefit to our students.

The Community Page from the 2006 ERO Report on the Southern Regional Health School is attached. The full report is available at: 
http://www.ero.govt.nz/ero/publishing.nsf/Content/Home+Page
The 2006 end of year roll audit by the Ministry of Education stated:


“Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to remind your Board that I have been auditing the Regional health Schools since they were established. ..and I am pleased to report that I have seen the systems and processes improve annually to the point where they are currently very strong, focussed and well managed.”

To all who learn, teach, support and govern in our school and to the agencies so vital to our effectiveness, thank you.

Chris Parsons 

Principal


